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2009 Dues To Remain The Same 
By Chuck Muser 

      At the annual general meeting, which took place at the 
club Saturday December 6th, it was announced that 
financially the club is in “very good shape,” so the annual 
dues will remain as they were last year, $125. With our 
membership now at over two hundred, and nothing scary 
looming on the horizon our board of directors made the 
decision to stay put. And, of course, the dues are now 
payable . Mail them in or leave them in the mailbox in the 
office. 

There will be, however, one small increase. On nights 
when there is bowling under the lights, the greens fees will 
be doubled. Actually there will be a $1.00 lighting fee added 
to the usual $1.00 greens fee. 

Other meeting business included an announcement that 
the club had purchased two sets of new bowls at a 
discounted price. They are in the bowls room and have 
already been used by some bowlers. Also, it was revealed 
that hospitality committee chair Patty Lucas will relinquish 
her post. It was decided to not replace her but instead to 
form a real committee, rather than a one person committee, 
to handle hospitality duties during tournaments and other 
events. Patty volunteered to head that group, but 
emphasized that she did not intend to be the sole focus in 
2009. NHLBC is well known by bowlers from other clubs for 
the hospitality provided during their visits. Therefore, 
members are urged, strongly urged, to volunteer for duty. 
Patty also urged men, yes guys, that means you, to step up 
and be part of the group. 

 
New VP Elected 

During the annual general meeting we had a rare 
contested election take place. The nominating committee 
had decided to nominate the existing officers, John 
Groothuis, Dave Stennes, Jan Hargraves and Dee 
McSparran, for another term. They also nominated sitting 
directors Len Cormier, Patty Lucas, and Charlie Herbert , 
for another term.  Cathy MacDonald , the remaining 2008 
director, decided not to stand for another term, therefore 
John MacDonald was nominated by the committee to fill 
that seat for the coming year.  During the time for 
nominations from the floor, Tony Baer , placed his name in 
nomination for vice president. After the uncontested 
positions were filled by an acclamation voice vote, a secret 
election by written ballot was held. When the votes were 
counted Tony Baer was declared the winner. 

 

 
President’s Message for January 2009 
The month of December was a bit wet and chilly and the 

next couple of months probably will not be a whole lot better. 
We call this 60 degree weather winter here in Southern 
California.  However, we did have a bright and sunny day for 
our Annual Year End Holiday Celebration at the Newport 
Beach Golf Course.  It was a nice way to end what turned 
out to be a great year and everybody had a good time 
eating, drinking, winning prizes and listening to the 
entertaining sounds of Dee McSparran and her new 
Karaoke system. As your Board of Directors summarized 
during our Annual General Meeting a week earlier, NHLBC 
did have a good year. Now, as we look forward to 2009, our 
challenge will be to try to maintain our momentum and build 
on our past accomplishments.  Needless to say, if we are to 
succeed, we will need everyone’s help and continued 
support during the upcoming year...A big “thank you” to 
everybody who helped out during 2008. 

The Southwest Division’s Annual General Meeting for all 
27 Southern California Lawn Bowling Clubs will be held at 
the Santa Anita Club on Saturday January 31 at 10AM. I am 
proud to report that member Phil Luth has been nominated 
to be Vice President and member Tom Hargraves  Secretary 
of the men’s SWD for 2009. The main topics during the 
men’s meeting will be the division - wide Open House in 
May, election of officers and the 2009 SWD tournament 
schedule.  Newport Harbor’s voting delegates at the AGM 
this year will be Tony Baer, Phil Luth and Tom Hargraves 
for the men and Marion Compton and Pauline Kozma for 
the women.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Finally, a quick reminder to everyone that club annual 
dues for 2009 are due January 1.  If you have not already 
done so, please mail your $125 checks to the club or leave it 
in the office. If you need a receipt, please contact our 
Treasurer, Jan Hargraves . 

 
Have a Happy New Year! 
John Groothuis  
 

The Greens 
     During the Annual General Meeting on December 6, 
there was considerable discussion concerning the care and 
feeding, and expense, of the greens. The discussion 
certainly emphasized the fact that we are more than a social 
club with a nice lawn. We are, in fact, an organization 
centered on participation in the ancient sport of bowling on 
the green; therefore, our two greens are vital to our  
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existence.  The discussion focused on the maintenance and 
normal use of the greens, and the expense of the 
maintenance, and the cost of replacing them. We spend a 
large portion of our income to keep the greens in the top 
shape we expect.  That one dollar we put in the box every 
time we bowl pays for less than a third of that expense, 
but the fee still adds up to over $5000 annually, so it is 
essential that we remember to do just that, even when we 
drop by for a few minutes of practice. 

It’s also important to remember that we need to treat 
the greens as gently as we can, firstly by wearing shoes 
that don’t do injury to them, and then by not walking on 
them except when we’re bowling. That means not cutting 
corners, and by not crossing the Potter green to go to and 
from the clubhouse.  Replacing a green is estimated to 
cost over $100,000.  Treating them gently is a way to put 
that expense off as long as possible. 

 
Holiday Luncheon 

Photos and story by Jay Coons 
Forty two NHLBC bowlers and guests enjoyed good 

food and entertainment in the very nice dining room at the 
Newport Beach Golf Course on Irvine Blvd. on Saturday, 
December 13.  Dee McSparran with some help from Jim 
Altobelli, entertained the group with Karaoke music and 
songs. We were all invited to join in the singing. The 
excellent food was served buffet style. The event closed 
with a raffle. Your author/photographer left before the 
raffle but was surprised later in the afternoon when Jan 
delivered to my door a beautiful Poinsettia plant which I 
had won. My thanks to Jan and the club. 

 
  
FOR THE RECORD  In the article about the Chicken Coop 
Pairs in the December 2008 edition of the Yellow Jacket, the 
last name of the Hospitality Chairperson was misspelled.  
The correct spelling is Patty Lucas. We regret the error.   
 

The Sporting Scene 
Newport Harbor LBC bowlers were, and will be, active 

on the tournament trail. On December 6th and 7th in both 
Sun City, Arizona, and Hong Kong, China, our bowlers were 
successful in tournament play. And other of our bowlers 
have recently been named to United States teams which will 
compete in international events this year. 

In Arizona Brian Stewart , teaming with Jergen Fessler, 
won the Championship Flight in the 2008 Bill Weaver Men’s 
Pairs. And, on the other side of the globe, Mert Isaacman 

and frequent NHLBC visitor Loren Dion captured the Bronze 
medal in the Hong Kong International Bowls Classic 2008. 

Recently the 2009 Team USA was announced and four 
NHLBC bowlers are on the teams. For the Atlantic Rim event 
in South Africa in May Ivan Hyland and Charlie Herbert will 
join Jim Olson, Richard Broad and Jim Copeland in 
representing the United States. For the Asia-Pacific event in 
Malaysia in August Tony Baer and Michael Siddall will be 
on the team with Bill Brault, the aforementioned Loren Dion 
and Bob Schnieder. The men will be joined by members of 
the women’s team which were named earlier. Jan 
Hargraves and Maryna Hyland go to South Africa, and 
Maryna and Ann Nunes go to Malaysia. 

Finally, Tony Baer learned 
last month that he has been 
selected to represent the U.S. 
in the 2009 World Cup in 
Warilla, Australia, in March. 
He will join Rosa Gandara, 
another frequent club visitor, 
who also has been selected 
to bowl in the event. 
 

 
President Cup Triples 

By Chuck Muser 
In a day typical of a Northern California December, but 

not up to Newport Harbor LBC standards, the club held its 
last President Cup tournament, the triples. It was cold and 
blustery most of December 7th when twenty four hardy 
bowlers hit the greens. As usual with President Cup events 
the teams were selected by draw. The teams then bowled 
three twelve end games. 

At the close of the six plus hours of bowling the team 
of Dee McSparran, Patty Lucas, and Bill Day emerged on 
top. They were pretty much unbeatable, winning all three of 
their matches, with the first two by nice wide margins.  
Second came the team of Jerry Grady, Shep Sheppard 
and Tony Greenberg . They also won all three matches, but 
with a tighter point spread. Third was the trio of Tibor 
Kozma, Tom Hargraves and Rita Greenberg. 

It is worth noting that the three leads on the top teams, 
Bill Day, Tony Greenberg and Rita Greenberg have all been 
bowling less than a year, with the Greenbergs starting only 
four months ago. This perhaps illustrates what practice, and 
more practice, can do for your game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2008 
WEEKLY SOCIAL BOWLING* 

 
Mondays Evening Bowling   6:30 PM 
Tuesdays Afternoon Bowling   1:00 PM 
Thursdays Afternoon Bowling   3:00 PM 
Saturdays Morning Bowling 10:00 AM 
Sundays Afternoon Bowling   3:00 PM 

 
*Call (949) 640-1022 30 to 60 minutes before bowling begins and leave your name and membership number if you wish to bowl. 

 
 

Lawn Bowling Lessons and Instructors 
 

Free lessons are available to any member or prospective member who wishes to learn the basics of lawn bowling. 
To make an appointment, please contact any one of the following instructors. 

 
Bill Day   949-554-4256  waday1013@gmail.com 
Ted Farfaglia  949-223-6033  tednalba@earthlink.net 
John Groothuis  949-230-1957  johnhalina@aol.com 
Jan Hargraves  949-640-6049  mavericktj@roadrunner.net 
Charlie Herbert  949-701-0843  cfh1@aol.com 
Chuck Muser  949-857-4742  mactavish@cox.net 
Jim White  949-646-0049  thebaron@sbcglobal.net 
Dee McSparran  949-218-6298  lynnlaw@cox.net 
Tibor Kozma  714-549-3749  tkozma@ca.rr.com 
Pauline Kozma  714-549-3749  tkozma@ca.rr.com 

 
 

January Special Events 
 

Tuesday  January 6  Board Meeting 9:30 AM 
Saturday  January 17  Winter League 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Sunday  January 25  Private Party Noon to 7:00 PM�

� �
January Birthdays  

 
Helen Dinkins     1-Jan 
Dee McSparran    2-Jan 
Patrick Bernard    3-Jan 
Linda Van Eekhout   4-Jan 
Stephanie Bangert   4-Jan 
Megan Keaney    6-Jan 
Terry Heeley    6-Jan 
Carolyn Van Schoick 10-Jan 
Peter Nee  10-Jan 
John Marks  11-Jan 
George Petyo  13-Jan 
Susan Emerson  14-Jan 
Ash Narayan  19-Jan 
Louie Feinstein  20-Jan 
Gail Finnell  22-Jan 
Cliff Hilliard  23-Jan 
Ron Temple  23-Jan 
Shep Sheppard  25-Jan 
Eva Lee  28-Jan 
Lisa Holmes  29-Jan�



2008 Bowls Tour of South Africa 
‘A Trip of a Life Time’ 

Story and Photos by Ray Norris 
 
On November 17, seven Newport Harbor lawn bowlers, 

Mary Dooley, Jan Garret, Terry Heeley, Ivan and Maryna 
Hyland, Ray Norris, and Don Stewart , joined 5 other bowlers, 
including Christine Ludwig of San Diego LBC and four Canadian 
bowlers from Toronto, began a 28 hour journey to 
Johannesburg, South Africa as the first stage of their 19 day 
tour of South Africa. Our tour group also included 5 non-bowlers 
– Fran Stewart , the Gould’s from Newport, and the Lucas’s 
from Maryland - for a total of 17 trekkers along on the 2008 
Bowls Tour of South Africa. 

We can’t start this story of the tour before acknowledging all 
the leadership, planning, caring, and sharing of their love for 
their homeland that the Hylands put into making this trip the 
huge success that it was. Also, Jenny and Jules Gordon, our 
tour directors and friends of the Hylands for over 30 years, did a 
great job also of booking all the accommodations and travel 
arrangements and also serving as part time tour guides. 

The tour started in Johannesburg with a splendid two night 
stay at the Johannesburg Country Club, with its beautifully 
manicured gardens. It’s home of the Johannesburg CC Bowls 
Club. The greens of the CCJ Bowls Club were smooth and well 
maintained. 

Against CCJ, club members managed to win both of the 
competitive ‘us vs. them’ triples matches, while the remainder 
played in more social mixed club triples. 

We left Johannesburg and traveled to Pretoria to visit the 
impressive Voortrekker Monument and returning just north of 

‘Joburg’ to spend a evening at the Lesedi Village to experience 
the culture of the five tribes   of SA. We next drove about 300 
miles south to the private game reserve of Nambiti. Here we 
spent three nights and had both morning and late afternoon 
game drives throughout the reserve. Saw many animals 
including lions, rhinos, giraffes, kudus, spring bucks, steenbok, 
stable, wildebeests, zebra and hippos.  

Later we were off to Durban, located on the Indian Ocean, 
where we spent two nights. Here we played bowls against the 
Royal Durban Light Infantry (RDLI) Club. We managed to lose 
all four of our ‘2’ bowl triples ‘us vs. them’ games. 

From Durban, we traveled an hour back north to bowl and 
have lunch with the Maritzburg Bowls Club.  Against Maritzburg, 

we managed to lose three and tie one game. After these two 
back to back defeats, we decided it would be best just to play 
mixed club games with the remaining clubs. After bowling in the 
morning at Maritzburg, we then continued another twenty miles 
to the farming village of Wartburg. Here we enjoyed a braai 
(BBQ) at the Gordon’s family farm and a delightful afternoon of 
bowls with the farmers and villagers of Wartburg. 

Then on to Kruger National Park with an overnight stay at 
the Natal Springs and Spa where they put on a traditional 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner with all the trimmings so that we 
could celebrate this holiday away from home. We stayed for 
three nights at Kruger Park again taking afternoon and morning 
game drives. The highlight of Kruger came on the second day 
when we took a 4 AM morning drive with a park ranger and 
spotted all five of SA’s ‘Big Five” – a leopard, a couple of 
elephants, a few rhinos, about 80 African buffalo, and a pride of 
seven lioness. 

After long drive back to Johannesburg, followed by a two 
hour flight, we arrived in Cape Town and spent our final three 
nights in the historic Alphen Hotel. In Cape Town, we toured the 
Kirtenbosch Gardens, followed by an afternoon bowls game and 
braai with the West Province Cricket Club (WPCC) Bowls. The 
next day was a touring day. We took the cable car to the top of 
Table Mountain to be entertained with its spectacular views. 
Then continued down the Cape peninsula to visit the African 
penguins along the beaches, followed by a drive to Cape Point, 
where the Indian and Atlantic oceans meet. 

The last day we had our final bowls game with the 
Costantia Bowls Club. Constantia’s greens were the most 
perfect I have ever experienced. It also didn’t detract from this 
high rating that they have a picture perfect vista of Table 
Mountain behind their greens. Finally, this trip of a life time 
came to an end with a forty hour return journey that none of us 
looked forward to making. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A Few Insights Learned About South Africa Bowling 
By Ray Norris 

 
In South Africa, League appears to be the most 

important bowling activity. League play involves club 
sponsored teams which are selected by a Club Committee. 
League play is rinks (fours). There are separate Leagues for 
the women and for the men. Women typically play League 
on Saturday morning, while the men play on Saturday 
afternoon. I assume that these Leagues are played amongst 
clubs at a local level, and that, due to excessive travel that 
would be required, there is not a national level League 
reserved for the very best of South African bowlers. I do 
suspect that there is a playoff system between League 
champions for regional and national honors. Leagues are 
divided into levels. The top level is the Premier League 
followed by Leagues at levels two through five. Clubs can 
have teams on the different levels of League competition. At 
the end of League play, similar to European soccer, bottom 
performing clubs at each level are demoted to the next lower 
level and top finishers from a lower level are promoted into 
the next level. 

All club greens are inspected and graded each year by 
representatives from the League. A rating of ‘A’ is the top 
grade and goes down to ‘C’. If a club’s greens are rated 
unacceptable by the League Green’s Committee, the 
League will not schedule any play that year at the club. As 
an example, I learned that the Johannesburg Country Club 
has had their greens down rated from A to B due to an 
invasion of non-turf grasses. They plan on tearing out the 
invaded areas and reseeding to restore their greens to the 
top level. How many of our South West Division greens 
could pass a Green’s Committee’s evaluation? 

South African bowling greens do not have back boards. 
All of their greens run about a foot deeper than ours and 
backed with a steeply dipping grass lined slope. This grass 

‘backboard’ protects the bowls and eliminates the bowls from 
bouncing back onto the green during run shots.   

Asked if our clubs rated all its members by bowling 
ability, I indicated “no” but we generally knew the ability of 
our club members and took this into account when forming 
tournaments, entering Coast League teams and in our 
weekly draw games. Some told me that the clubs ranked 
their players in selecting members to their League Club 
Teams. Several players indicated to me that they were ‘A’ 
level players. Also, a couple of clubs told me that a club 
committee classified their members into ‘Skips’, ‘Thirds’, 
‘Seconds’ and ‘Firsts or Leads’. They indicated that it took 
years to work oneself up these rankings. However, as we 
frequently do, in club bowling individuals will sometimes play 
at positions to which they are not yet recognized by the club 
ranking committee as being qualified to fill.   

At the Maritzburg Club, I learned an interesting 
tournament format that is run annually. Club members enter 
this tournament as pre-arranged teams. Then the club has 
an auction day were the tournament teams could bid against 
each other for the right to ‘own’ any team entering the 
tournament. The team’s owners and not the tournament 
winning team are awarded the winners purse. The auction 
earnings determine the size of the tournament prize pot. A 
team is allowed to bid for the rights to its own team if they 
thought they were likely to win. But if other teams thought 
similarly, they might chose to compete and win the auction 
for the right to own this favored team’s result. At the end of 
the auction, each entered team must ‘own’ one of the 
entered teams. So if you don’t win the bid for a competitive 
team, your team might end up owning the weakest entered 
team. In the auction, a minimum starting is set so that even 
the weakest contribute into the tournament prize pot. 


