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Len Cormier III, Director                     Don Stewart, Director                  Ted Farfaglia, Director              Dave Phillips, Director 

 

Holiday Party 2009 

By John Groothuis 

What a grand time we had!  A beautiful setting, great food and the gentle musical sounds of Dee 

McSparran were the recipe for a very successful year end holiday party.  A record seventy plus club 

members and their guests gathered at the Newport Beach Yacht Club on Saturday afternoon, De-

cember 12th to celebrate the end of another great year of lawn bowling and to welcome the Christmas 

and New Year Holidays.  Len Cormier and Myrna Chan did a great job of organizing and hosting this 

year’s party, including a raffle during which dozens of prizes and gifts went to many of our lucky at-

tendees.  Things got even better when we had an unexpected visit by member Marion Compton.  

She looked great and inspired everyone with her “never-give-up” positive attitude in her ongoing battle 

with cancer.  Marion is currently undergoing some advanced experimental drug therapies that seem to 

be working their magic for her and hold a great deal of promise for the future treatment of people with 

her condition.  Way to go Marion...We Love You! 

  John Groothuis, Past-Pres. 



New Dues and Fees Enacted 

At the 2009 Annual General 

Meeting held December 5

th

, the assem-

bled membership enacted a new dues 

and fees schedule for the coming year.  

First and foremost, as the above flyer 

indicates, the annual dues were raised 

from $125 to $150 a year.  A new late 

fee of $25 was adopted, to be levied 

when annual dues are paid after Febru-

ary 15

th

.  The $35 initiation fee will be 

applicable when past member rejoin and 

when members of other clubs join, as 

well as with new members. 

 The greens fees will remain at 

$1 for every day a member bowls, and 

$2 when bowling under the lights (to 

cover the cost of the electricity).  An an-

nual greens fee of $200 can be paid in 

lieu of paying the normal $1 daily fee. 

 Fees for private events were set 

as well.  For an event held by a member 

the fee will be $200 plus greens fees.  

For non-members it will cost $10 per 

person, with a minimum of $500. 

 In other business at the general 

meeting, it was announced that the club 

will end the year with a membership of 

209.  Seventy nine new members were 

recruited during 2009, but we also lost 

eighty three members from those who 

were with the club starting the year, so 

we continue to have a problem retaining 

new members. 

 

Topsy-Turvy Bowling 

 In an attempt to better integrate 

new bowlers into the club, (see article 

above) and to help them learn the intri-

cacies of the game, new President Phil 

Luth has come up with an interesting 

wrinkle to our bowling on selected Satur-

day mornings, making Leads skip, and 

Skips lead. 

 A couple of weeks ago when 

bowlers arrived to bowl in the 10 A.M. 

social bowling session they found a 

board all askew, with the name tags of  

bowlers like Michael Siddall, Dee 

McSparran, and Joe Regan, to name a 

few, in the “Lead” column, and bowlers 

normally assigned lead positions, in the 

“Skip” or “Vice” column.  After several 

protests were quelled, Phil explained his 

plan. 

 The idea was to have people 

with less advanced skills put in one of 

the advanced skill positions so that they 

could learn the ins and outs of the game 

from a new perspective.  It was thought 

that it would, amongst other lessons, 

help newer bowlers focus more on the 

game, and give them a chance to learn 

from the more experienced members. 

Well, it apparently worked.  It certainly 

engendered a lot of interest, and, in fact, 

it turned into quite a rowdy day. 

 There was spirited, sometimes 

noisy, competition between the skips 

turned leads, in trying to best their oppo-

nents with precision draw shots, and  

exhorting their skips to better and better 

shots.  What was most fun is that, in the 

end, everybody won.  Phil hopes to run 

this event at least once a month during 

the year. 

 

The Greens, Again 

 It’s that season again, the time 

when the grass gets brown, and the 

weeds start to take over.  Normally we 

like green greens, but not in the winter, 

explains Greens Committee Chairman, 

Tom Hargraves.  In this season, when 

our Bermuda grass is dormant and 

brown, the green bits are weeds.  Unfor-

tunately they do better when it’s cold, 

and, while they cut down the same as 

grass does, they grow faster and in 

clumps.  This makes for bumpy greens 

and untrue lines. 

 Every year the battle is joined, 

trying to control, if not eradicate, the in-

truders.  This is usually done with 

sprays.  However, last year we had a 

near disaster.  You may recall large 

burned spots in the greens, spots which 

persisted throughout most of the spring 

and into summer.  A contractor had used 

a much too strong mixture that killed the 

weeds, but killed the grass too.  We were 

on the brink of facing a $100,000 green 

replacement cost. 

 Thankfully, with Herculean ef-

forts by various members and our greens 

crew we were spared that nightmare.  

This year a more measured approach is 

being taken.  There are several test plots 

on the Tarbox (far) green, with various 

mixtures of the spray material being ap-

plied, trying to ascertain the correct mix-

ture to be used on both greens.  Tom 

says it’s going well and a decision will be 

made shortly.  In the meantime, be pre-

pared for some bumps in your bowling.  

But, take heart, your opponents are 

bowling on the same rink, bumps and all.  

 

January Birthdays 

Helen Dinkins    1-Jan 

Dee McSparran   2-Jan 

Stephanie Bangert   4-Jan 

Terry Heeley    6-Jan 

Angie Vazirian    6-Jan 

Peter Nee  10-Jan 

John Marks  11-Jan 

George Petyo  13-Jan 

Dick Smith  14-Jan 

Ash Narayan  19-Jan 

Louie Feinstein 20-Jan 

Cliff Hilliard  23-Jan 

Frank Burlingham 23-Jan 

Ron Temple  23-Jan 

Shep Sheppard 25-Jan 

Eva Lee  28-Jan 

 

 



 

 

2009 IN PICTURES

 

 

 

 



 

NHLBC CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2010 

 

Weekly Club Social Bowling 

Mondays   Evening Bowling  6:30 pm 

Tuesdays   Afternoon Bowling  1:00 pm 

Wednesday   Morning Bowling  10:00 am  

Thursdays    Afternoon Bowling  3:00 pm (Bring a Dish+ Games) 

Saturdays   Morning Bowling  10:00 pm 

Sundays   Afternoon Bowling  1:00 pm (New Winter Time) 

 

Call (949-640-1022) 30 to 60 minutes before bowling begins.  Give your name and number. 

 

Special Events at NHLBC 

January 7   - Thursday  Board Meeting    2 to 4 pm 

January 9   - Saturday  Private Party    3 to 9 pm  

January 16 - Saturday  Winter League    8 to 1 pm 

January 23 - Saturday  Club Casino Night   2 to 9 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


